
 1 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER MONTHLY NEWSLETTER MONTHLY NEWSLETTER MONTHLY NEWSLETTER     

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA    

December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA    

December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  



 6 

As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  



 4 

The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  



 6 

As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 



 5 

finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 



 2 

Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, REGINA    

December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 



 3 

Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  



 4 

The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 



 2 

Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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December 2013 
    

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 

On Sunday, December 22, 1996, Carnell Taylor 
was working on a paving crew repairing the 
Interstate 64 bridge over the Elizabeth River in 
Virginia.  The road was icy, and a pickup truck 
slid out of control and hit Taylor, knocking him 
off the bridge.  He fell seventy feet and hit the 
cold waters of the river below.  His pelvis and 
some of the bones in his face were broken.   
  

Joseph J. Brisson, the captain of a barge 
passing by at that moment, saw Taylor fall and 
quickly had to make a life-or-death decision.  
He knew Taylor would drown before he and his 
crew could launch their small boat and reach 
him.  The numbingly cold water and strong 
currents of the river could kill him if he dived in 
to rescue Taylor.  He had a family, and 
Christmas was three days away.  Brisson 
decided to risk his life for a man he had never 
met.  He dived into the river, swam to Taylor, 
and grabbed hold of him.  “Don’t worry, buddy,” 
he said, “I got you.”  Brisson held Taylor’s face 
above water and encouraged him to keep 
talking…After nearly thirty minutes the crew 
from the barge was finally able to reach the two 
men and pull them from the water into the small 
boat.  Taylor was hospitalized for broken 
bones.  Brisson, the hero, was treated for mild 
hypothermia.   
  

Brisson later told the Associated Press he knew 
what he had to do when he saw the man fall.  “I 
have a family,” he said.  “I thought about that.  
But I thought about how life is very important.  
I’m a Christian man, and I couldn’t let anything 
happen to him.”  In this perilous rescue, Joseph 
Brisson shows us the heart of God.  The God of 
love knows better than anyone the tremendous 
value of a human being and his or her eternal 
soul.  For even one person Jesus was willing to 
leave the safety and joy of his family in heaven 
and give himself to save others.  Yes, Jesus left 
the glory and splendor of heaven to be born as 

a babe in the town of Bethlehem in order to 
save you and me so that we might have eternal 
life in heaven.  That’s what we celebrate at 
Christmas - the birth of our Savior.  
  

Merry Christmas and may we all learn to live 
out Christmas every day of our lives.  
  

Rev. Brad Childs 
 
 

PETITION 
 

   FOR AN ALBERT STREET CROSSWALK 
 

 As many of you know from first hand 
experience, crossing Albert St. to get to the 
church can be quite dangerous due to heavy 
traffic. The congregation has been very 
concerned about this safety issue for our 
church family and also for the many others who 
rent our facility.  
  

We wrote to our city councilor, Shawn Fraser, 
requesting that a light-controlled pedestrian 
crosswalk be installed at Albert St and 14th 
Ave. The City’s engineering department has 
studied the traffic patterns at this intersection 
and agrees. The crosswalk will be included in 
the 2014 budget which goes before Council in 
early February.  Councilor Shawn Fraser 
assures us that he will strongly support this 
recommendation, but he also told us there are 
many demands on the City budget and not 
everything recommended will be approved.  
  

Session has approved that a “statement of 
support” (or petition) be circulated for the next 
few Sundays to gather signatures supporting 
the crosswalk. We will share this with Councilor 
Fraser in late January so that he can provide 
City Council with evidence of the importance of 
this crosswalk to the congregation and the local 
neighbourhood.   
  

If you support a lighted crosswalk at Albert & 
14th, please sign our Statement of Support. 
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Copies will be available in the narthex and on 
the gym bulletin board until January 19. 
 
 

SESSION 
 

Thanks to those who organized the Grey Cup 
parade-watching at First! The hot chocolate and 
coffee were greatly appreciated by parade 
watchers – as well as the respite from the 
winter weather! 
 

There is an article in this newsletter about a 
“Statement of Support” for a lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk at Albert St. and 14th Ave. There 
have been too many close calls at this 
intersection so please make sure that you sign 
the statement and spread the word. 
 

December will be a busy month at First Church! 
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following 
events: 

� Dec. 8 - 3:00 pm “Christmas Isn’t Always 
Merry” service 

� Dec. 15 - Advent Party Lunch following the 
service 

� Dec. 21 - 1:00–4:00 pm Children’s 
Christmas Party 

� Dec. 24 - 4:00 pm Family Christmas 
service 

� Dec. 24 - 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service 
 

The Pastoral Care committee is once again 
organizing packages of Christmas baking for 
about 30 people in our congregation, some of 
whom are homebound. If you can contribute, it 
would be appreciated. Contact Emily Ireton and 
bring your baking to the church by Saturday, 
December 14. 
 

Our Sunday School program is an important 
part of our congregational life. If you can 
provide one Sunday of leadership, that would 
be helpful! You can sign up for this ministry on 
the bulletin board outside the gym.  
 

We have a large number of elders (eight in 
total) whose terms end in February. While some 
may be willing to be elected to another term, we 
are looking for nominations from the 
congregation for new elders. Our goal is to 
have twelve elders, with two elected each year, 
so this year we will be filling terms of different 
lengths. If you would like to nominate someone 

as an elder, please contact Bette Kelly or 
Marianne Woods. 
 

Jo Szostak 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 

2014 offering envelopes are now available in 
the narthex.  If you are an elder or a 
commissioned visitor please ensure that those  
unable to pick their envelopes up from church 
receive them.  Thank you! 
 
Finance 
As of October 31, 2013 our financial statement 
shows a deficit of $15,455. For 2013 we 
budgeted for a deficit of $24,218. So the good 
news is that the deficit is lower than anticipated 
at this time – the end of October marks 83% of 
the calendar year and the deficit is only 64% of 
the budgeted deficit. Thank you to everyone for 
your generous contributions throughout the 
year. Let’s finish strong and see if we can 
reduce our deficit even more! 
 
Jo Szostak 
Board of Managers 

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Happy Advent to all! 
 

To begin this celebration, the youth went 
Christmas Carolling to a number of homes in 
the area of the church; and afterwards, 30 bags 
were filled with items donated by the 
congregation for the Regina Rescue Mission 
(children ages 4 to 9). A special thanks to those 
who donated items, and to the children who 
decorated the gift bags.  
 
As part of the preparation for the celebration of 
Christ's birth, the following events are planned. 
 
Saturday, December 14, starting at 7pm, we 
will be practicing interpretive signing and having 
a run-through for the December 15 Youth-led 
worship service. After the service the youth will 
enjoy a sub lunch in the Morris Room. This 
lunch will be provided by Martha Fergusson, 
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Youth Coordinator from the Synod. Thank you, 
Martha! 
 
Saturday, December 21, First Presbyterian will 
have a children's Christmas Party in the gym 
from 1-4 pm. Youth volunteers are needed for 
this event.  For those youth who need volunteer 
hours for school credit, this event can be used 
for that purpose. 
 
Stay tuned for events planned for January!!! 
 

Joel Richter 
Youth Worker 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

One of the most enjoyable seasons of the 
church is upon us, and First Church is making 
plans for everyone to be a part it.  There are 
some changes to the times of some of the 
events as you requested in the survey earlier 
this fall.   
 

The most significant changes are to the 
traditional blue Christmas service.  Instead of 
calling it that, a service entitled “Christmas Isn’t 
Always Merry,” will be held Sunday, December 
8th; and it will start at 3:00 pm rather than 7:00 
pm (as in previous years) making it easier for 
those who prefer to not be out at night. This 
service is open to anyone but is especially for 
those who may be finding the Christmas 
season without a loved one rather difficult, or 
who perhaps are struggling in a relationship or 
dealing with stressful times in life.  Please come 
and find that Jesus is with each and everyone 
who needs comfort and encouragement at this 
time of year.  As well, there will be two 
Christmas Eve Services this year: a Children’s 
and Family Service at 4:00 pm; and a 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm.  
 

Poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, and as a 
memoriam, have been ordered and will be on 
display beginning December 15.  As you know, 
we purchase some plants with the donations 
while the remainder is given to another 
outreach of the congregation as part of your 
memory gift.  This year, those funds will be sent 
to our sister church in Prince Albert as they deal 
with the fact that there church building is in a 

condemned state.  We hope this will help them 
as they make the difficult decision as to what 
they will do to keep their congregation active. 
 

The Seasons of the Church Year posters will be 
soon be ready for display in the Narthex.  
Please take time to view them and read about 
the significance of the different colors of the 
church year.  The season color for Advent is 
royal blue signifying “hope” of the coming 
Savior. This color remains in place until 
Christmas Eve when it changes to White.  
White signifies the purity of Christ. 
 

A sprinter choir has been formed for anyone 
who would like to be part of the choir for special 
occasions.  Practices for the Christmas season 
start Thursday, December 5 at 8:00 pm.  The 
choir will be performing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
on Sunday morning, December 20. Come and 
join choir practice on Thursday evenings until 
Christmas.  
 

We would like to express our thanks to Jason 
Yuen, Interim Choir Director, and Bill 
Sgrazzutti, Interim Organist, for their leadership 
and guidance during this transitional time for 
the Choir and Congregation.  We are truly 
blessed to have them in our midst.   
 

The Worship Committee is looking ahead to the 
New Year already! If you are interested in being 
a Lector, please contact Marianne Woods, who 
has openings available from January-June 
2014. 
 

On Behalf of the Worship Committee we wish 
each and every one a truly Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
 

Joyce McKersie 
Worship Committee 
 
 

JEFF PERRY: A PROFILE 
                                                         

Jeff Perry is no stranger to church life having 
grown up in a manse along with his three 
sisters. During the fifteen years their father was 
a United Church minister, the Perry family had 
lived in several different communities including 
Woodford in southern Ontario where Jeff was 
born, in Wiseton and then Unity in southern 
Saskatchewan.  
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The last pastoral call the Rev. Perry accepted 
before leaving the ministry in 1976 was to 
Sunset United in Regina. In subsequent years, 
Jeff's family attended St. James United on 
Sherwood Dr.  During this time his mother 
became involved as a principal writer of a new 
Sunday school curriculum for the United Church 
of Canada (for which she was later conferred 
an honorary doctorate from St. Stephens 
College in the University of Alberta).  It was also 
at St. James where Jeff started teaching  
Sunday school and, with his mother, he 
organized a youth group called the College and 
Careers Group. Later at Westminster United 
Church he ran a Friday night youth group and 
taught Sunday school there as well. 
 
In selecting his own career path Jeff’s dilemma 
was whether to pursue his interest in 
advertising or prepare for entry into one of the 
serving or helping professions. Following a brief 
career in computer operations, and for reasons 
of a strong social conscience that he readily 
attributes to his home upbringing, Jeff chose   
the teaching profession, graduating from the 
University of Regina in 1997 with a Bachelor of 
Education degree.  After an eight year stint  at    
Johnston Collegiate he transferred to Thom 
Collegiate -- the school he and his sisters had 
attended -- where he has been teaching ever 
since.    
 
Jeff’s subjects include Social Studies, Native 
Studies, History (in the International 
Baccalaureate program at Thom), and Physical 
Education. His summer breaks are often 
devoted to pursuing his love of cultural history, 
exploring regions of relevant interest in the 
northern US States such as the site of Custer's 
Last Stand against Chief Sitting Bull in the 
Battle of Little Bighorn, and in Saskatchewan at 
places like Batoche, an important site of Métis 
resistance during the Northwest Rebellion. With 
nearly one-third the students at Thom declaring 
themselves as First Nations, the school has one 
of the highest percentages of Indigenous 
populations of any collegiate in Regina. Jeff is 
committed to working with many of these 
students, helping and encouraging them in 
various ways, particularly through teaching the 
Native Studies course which, he says, lends 

itself to a range of instructional approaches well 
suited to Indigenous ways of learning. 
 
Another of Jeff’s social justice commitments is 
to youth Gay-Straight Alliances.  In 2008 he 
organized such an Alliance at Thom Collegiate 
– a rare phenomenon in Regina’s secondary 
schools – building on an initiative that had 
started at Usher Collegiate before that school 
closed.  Jeff continues to work with and to 
support this group in his capacity as Staff 
Supervisor for the Alliance.   
 
In addition to these various professional 
responsibilities and interests, Jeff is heavily 
involved in coaching sports such as football, 
track and field, and basketball, the latter at both 
junior and senior levels. He is currently 
coaching Junior Boy’s basketball at Thom – in 
fact his love affair with coaching this sport dates 
back some 23 years.  As well, Jeff is “politically”  
active in teachers' associations at both the local 
level as an executive member of the Regina 
Public School Teachers Association and chair 
of the local contract negotiation team, and at 
the provincial level, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee and the Collective Interests 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Teachers 
Federation (STF).                       
 
How was it that Jeff started rubbing shoulders 
with Presbyterians at First Church?  Around the 
time he was studying at the U of R, Jeff had 
been going through a personally difficult period 
in his life and had drifted away from the church. 
His marriage of 1985 had ended in divorce four 
years later (Jeff's daughter, Annalise, now 24, 
lives in Ontario). It was through Andrew 
Donovan – also a U of R student at that time 
and, like Jeff, a minister's son keen on sports – 
that a friendship was struck and an invitation to 
attend First Church extended. Jeff accepted 
and has never regretted his decision.  Of the 
move to First he is unhesitant in claiming it has 
truly helped him to "re-ground" and “strengthen” 
his Christian faith, something he admits has 
been "very healthy" for him. Currently he is a 
member of the Worship Committee and is 
credited with initiating the idea of a Christmas 
Services Survey that was recently completed.  
He is also on the newly formed Music 
Committee charged with the responsibility of 
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finding a new Music Director. And he and his 
partner, Paula Dvernichuk – they met through 
their involvement in the STF – help out with 
kitchen duty, and both were instrumental in 
organizing a work bee this past summer that 
cleaned the church pews.   
 
If any in the congregation feel they might not 
recognize Jeff, here's a tip. The next time you 
see a rather tall guy entering the sanctuary via 
the north aisle and heading directly to sit in one 
of the front pews, that's Jeff.  Often he is joined 
there by Paula and his good friend Andrew.                              
 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 
 

Please note that the office will be closed from 

December 23 - January 1.  Messages will be 

checked regularly.  Bulletin submission for 

Sunday, December 22 will need to be in by 

Wednesday 18.  Thank you! 

 
 

THE CANDLE 
 

Watching the strength of a candle 
This induces inner peace, one can handle. 
Most of our worries begin to ease, 
Oh, treasure and enjoy that peace. 
 
How amazing is a baby’s power, 
Who will insist to use it at any hour. 
Observing the flame, it wavers a bit, 
As the baby grows to be a ‘kid’. 
 
Miracles of God keeps life versatile. 
Children know what to do.  Smile. 
The candle keeps burning steady and bright, 
Producing the everlasting light. 
 
Watching our family growing up, 
Bringing their children to see mom and pop. 
The candle’s flame is still burning strong, 
Trying to build a brotherly bond. 
Moving more slowly as time goes by. 
Old age, what about the twinkle in the eye? 
The candle’s flame never quavered, 
It is like God’s love, it never wavers. 
 
Violet Lochore, 2013        

                                          

Twas the Beginning of Advent 
   

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through 
the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the 
search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer 
excited.  
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt 
about that.  
And that was the trouble -- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending 
series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising 
campaigns.  
  
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of 
toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls 
and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was 
completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
  
The priests and prophets and certainly the 
kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for 
"things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the 
reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
  
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-
day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
  
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and 
waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long 
enough?  
  
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
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As wise men seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
  
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we 
know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  
  
We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' 
cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've 
earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships 
spurned.  
  
With him he brings wholeness and newness of 
life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
  
We can't make him come with parties and bright 
trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
  
His coming will happen-- of this there's no 
doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the 
lock?  
  
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
  
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things 
are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
  
Can we block out commercials, the hype and 
the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  

Can we receive the child for ours and God's 
sake?  
  
From on high with the caroling host as he sees 
us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come 
Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make 
plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
by J. Todd Jenkins 
First Presbyterian Church, Fayettevile, TN  

 

 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 

 
8 10:30 AM Worship Service  
   & Sunday School 
 
  3:00 PM Blue Christmas 
   Service 
 
10 9:00 AM Adult Walk 
 10:30 AM Bible Study 
 Noon Freedom 55ers 
 
12 8:00 PM Choir  
 
15 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
19 8:00 PM Choir 
 
22 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
 
24 4:00 PM Kid’s Carol Service 
 7:00 PM Christmas Eve  
   Service 
 
29 10:30 AM Worship Service & 
   Sunday School 
  


